MOHAMMEDAN THEORIES OF FINANCE

desires to buy a certain land, according to an opinion cited
in the Waqi'at, he first orders the sale of the land to a third
party and then buys it from that party. If the conditions of
the purchase of a public treasury land are not known, the
presumption is that the purchase was valid. It is lawful
to constitute a waqf of a land bought from the public treas-
ury, and in such case the conditions of the waqf founder
are valid, and the land is exempt from kharaj.

The liabilities * of the public treasury are of two kinds:
( r) Liabilities resulting from property kept in the treasury
for safe-keeping (hirz) as trust. Such liabilities are en-
forceable by the claimants only when the funds are present
in the treasury, but the claimants have no action against
the treasury when there are no funds. (2) Liabilities
arising with respect to revenues which are the treasury's
own assets, (a) One part of these liabilities is incurred
for value received (badal), e. g., by way of compensation,
for the pay of soldiers, or the price of horses and arms;
and these claims may be demanded by the persons entitled to
them, irrespective of whether or not there are funds in the
treasury. If there are available funds the claims are settled
at once. But if there are no funds available, the creditors
must wait.

The Shafutes 2 have answered in four ways the question
as to whether a person may himself collect from the
public treasury funds which carne into his hands a claim
of his which the sultan had failed to settle. In one
view of the matter, he may not take anything for his claim
because the funds of the public treasury are the joint prop-
erty of many persons and he does not know what his share
is. A second view is that he takes every day enough for
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